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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR FATHERLY LEADERSHIP

RESOLUTION OPTIONS

1. T will perform an examination of conscience paying specific attention to areas
where I have been disobedient to legitimate authority.

2. Iwill ask my wife to join me in creating a clear list of punishments for common
misbehavior from my children. [ will clearly explain these consequences to my
children and will follow through with enacting them.

3. Iwill ask God for forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

4. Iwill attend Eucharistic Adoration for 30 minutes and will ask the Lord to
communicate any specific commands he wishes for my life. I will record what I
hear and will discuss it with another patriarch or spiritual director.

5. T will thank someone who has sacrificed for me without personal reward to
themselves through a written letter or personal conversation.

6. 1will ask my father how he overcame detours in his personal and professional
life and I will ask for advice on how to overcome detours in my own life.

7. lwill schedule a personal retreat for myself.

8. Iwillreach out and offer help to someone I know who has recently mourned a
tragedy in their life.

MY RESOLUTION

“HEAR NOW, YOU REBELS; SHALL WE BRING FORTH WATER
FOR YOU OUT OF THIS ROCK?”
- MOSES
|
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PsALM 81

1 Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob!

2 Raise a song, sound the timbrel, the sweet lyre with the harp.

3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our feast day.
4For it is a statute for Israel, an ordinance of the God of Jacob.

5He made it a decree in Joseph,
when he went out over the land of Egypt.
I hear a voice | had not known:

6“] relieved your shoulder of the burden;
your hands were freed from the basket.

7In distress you called, and I delivered you;
[ answered you in the secret place of thunder;
[ tested you at the waters of Mer'ibah.

8 Hear, O my people, while [ admonish you!
0 Israel, if you would but listen to me!

9 There shall be no strange god among you;
you shall not bow down to a foreign god.

10T am the LORD your God,
who brought you up out of the land of Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

11“But my people did not listen to my voice; Israel would have none of me.

1250 [ gave them over to their stubborn hearts, to follow their own counsels.

130 that my people would listen to me, that Israel would walk in my ways!
14] would soon subdue their enemies, and turn my hand against their foes.

15Those who hate the LORD would cringe toward him,
and their fate would last for ever.

161 would feed you with the finest of the wheat,
and with honey from the rock I would satisfy you.”

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

THE WATERS OF MERIBAH
NUMBERS 20

In Exodus 3 & 4, Moses objects four times to a direct command from the Lord and
at that time the Lord displays great patience. In Numbers 20, the Lord
immediately enacts a severe punishment for Moses’ failure. Why is the Lord’s
reaction so different now? What factors must a Patriarch use to determine how
to react to dissent or disobedience from his children?

How do Moses and Aaron fail to obey the Lord’s specific command? In what
relationships do you routinely fail to obey specific commands? How clear are the
commands you give to your children?

How does Moses’ anger taint God’s generous blessing to the Israelites? How have
your own failings tainted the blessings that the Lord wants to provide for your
children?

Moses must now lead his flock to the Promised Land knowing that he will never
enter the Promised Land himself. Who in your own life has heroically led or
sacrificed for you knowing that there is no reward for them? What lessons can
you learn from them in leading your own family without reward?

Is the king of Edom’s refusal for Israel to pass through his land just or unjust?
What major detours (just or unjust) have you encountered in accomplishing
professional or personal goals? What detours did your own father experience?
How can you use your own personal detours to prepare your children for the
detours they will face?

Moses loses two siblings at a time when his leadership of his flock is desperately
needed. What is necessary for a Patriarch to fruitfully and effectively provide for
the needs of his family while he also mourns personal tragedy?



