NOTES:

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR FATHERLY LEADERSHIP

RESOLUTION OPTIONS

1. Iwill discuss with my wife how we could appropriately provide for our
sibling’s spouse and children in the event that one of our siblings passes
away.

2. I will read Pope Paul VI's encyclical Humanae Vitae with my wife so that I
can be better prepared to explain the Church’s teaching on contraception.

3. Iwill encourage and invest in an intellectual or artistic pursuit that my
daughter has shown interest in.

4. T will discuss with my wife how we can tithe to an organization that works to
rescue women who are being sexually exploited (i.e. Catholic Charities
Dignity House in Arizona, etc.)

5. I will discuss with my age-appropriate children how the demand for
pornography contributes to sexual exploitation and sex-trafficking
(www.fightthenewdrug.org)

6. [ will research a story of a person who came from a situation involving
adultery, rape, or poverty, and [ will share the story with my family to teach
my children about the value of all human life.

MY RESOLUTION

“BY THE MAN TO WHOM THESE BELONG, I AM WITH CHILD.”

- TAMAR
|
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PSALM 82

1 God has taken his place in the divine council;
in the midst of the angels he holds judgment:

2 “How long will you judge unjustly
and show partiality to the wicked?

3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless;

maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.

4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding,
they walk about in darkness;

all the foundations of the earth are shaken.

6 [ say, “You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;

7 nevertheless, you shall die like men, and fall like any prince.”

8 Arise, O God, judge the earth;
for to you belong all the nations!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.

]UDAH AND TAMAR
GENESIS 38

A levirate marriage is contracted when a widow marries her dead husband’s
brother. Considering the time and culture, how did this arrangement provide
protection and security for widows? How have you seen men in your own family
provide for in-laws of deceased siblings?

The story of Onan is the first biblical description of attempted birth control. What
is the act? What is the intention? How does God respond? When did you learn
about the Church’s teaching on contraception? How well has it been explained to
you? When and how should a Patriarch explain to his children the teachings of
the Church on contraception?

Judah's avoidance of a grave and serious responsibility forces Tamar to ensure
her own protection and provision. What are the parallels in modern society?
What effect does evasion of masculine responsibility have on women today? In
your own family?

Aside from explicit prostitution, what situations do modern women encounter
where they are pressured to "sell their body" in order to receive support. How
can men actively fight against these situations? What specific strategies can a
father employ to raise a daughter to be cunning and resourceful without
resorting to “selling” her body?

Again the themes of deception and hypocrisy recur in the descendants of
Abraham. Judah is content to allow deception and hypocrisy to continue in his
own life until Tamar drastically exposes him. What drastic measures are required
of a husband/father to proactively uproot deeply ingrained recurring flaws in his
family?

What is the significance of Judah’s descendants by Tamar (See Matthew 1:1-17)?
What subtle message does God the Father reinforce through this lineage
concerning the value of human life? As a father, how can you subtly reinforce this
same message to your own children?



